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What’s a “Charrette”? 

 "Charrette" (Fr.) means 
a small cart. Because 
architecture students 
once deposited their 
assignments in it as the 
cart was rolled through 
the studio, architects 
now use the word to 
refer to an intense 
creative effort in a 
limited time period.  



The Assignment Library 
www.assignmentlibrary.org 

    •  70-some assignments aligned with DQP/
LEAP proficiencies  

•  Revised and improved with feedback 
•  Contributed by faculty from a wide range of 

fields and institutional types 
•  Online, indexed, and searchable  
•  With a scholarly citation  
•  Stimulating assignment work on 

campuses  
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Thinking about Assignments 



On My Campus…   

1.  Assignments are mostly seen as “my work” and not 
shared. 

2.  Some colleagues share assignments in informal 
ways.     

3.  Support for work together on assignment design is 
provided through special workshops or a teaching 
center.  

4.  Evidence from assignments is valued in the 
institution’s approach to student outcomes 
assessment. 

5.  Work on assignments (and other pedagogical 
materials) is seen as scholarly work and 
appropriately rewarded.   



Things We Know about Assignments  
but may not think about  

•  They animate high level outcomes. 
•  They send powerful signals to students about 

what matters. 
•  At their best they both foster learning and 

document/assess it. 
•  Professional development opportunities may 

be few and far between.  
•  Creating a good assignment is challenging 

intellectual and creative work that should be 
recognized and rewarded.    



What Is a Good Assignment? 

1.  It depends  
2.  Intentional 
3.  Clear to students 
4.  Engaging (Task as Intriguing Problem) 
5.  Respecting and reflecting different ways of 

knowing, levels of preparation: equity mindedness 
6.  Allowing useful, formative feedback  
7.  Scaffolded 
8.  Linked to and aligned with other assignments 
9.  What else?    

AN	EXAMPLE…	



Robinson, D., & Levinovitz, A. (2015). Designing an 
object of play. James Madison University 
 
Small groups of students combine theoretical knowledge of play and 
practical skills such as 3d printing in the making of a toy or game.  
 
The object of play is then presented in a “sales pitch” format, which 
requires students to articulate the considerations that went into their 
design and manufacture process.  
 
The presentation occurs as part of an exhibit tailored to the general 
public, during which students speak directly to visitors and get feedback 
on their work. 
 
 While the assignment is meant specifically for a class on play, the 
general structure could be used by any instructor who seeks to have 
students transform theoretical knowledge into a material product.  
 
 

Applied	and	collabora5ve	
learning	



Our Work Today: In Your Binder 

•  Group Member Assignments  

•  Charrette Process Participant Guide 

•  Feedback Forms 

•  Reference Materials (next slide) 



Our Work Today: In Your Binder 

•  Reference Materials 
• Recommended Critical Component 

Elements of an Undergraduate Major 
in Public Health 

• Undergraduate Public Health Learning 
Outcomes Model 

• Essential Learning Outcomes 
• Degree Qualifications Profile (DQP) 
•  Intercultural KnowledgeVALUE Rubric  
• Global Learning VALUE Rubric 



Assignment Charrette Breakout Groups 
•  Groups 1, 2, & 3: Carnegie Hall 105 

•  Student Facilitators: Alexa & Elissa 
 

•  Groups 4, 5, 6, & 7: Pelletier Library 
Collaboratory 
•  Student Facilitators: Kayla, Madison & Zach 

•  Groups 8, 9, & 10: Campus Center 301/302 
•  Student Facilitators: Lisa & Matt  

 



Questions and Comments? 

•  Susan Albertine, Senior Scholar, AAC&U 
albertine@aacu.org 

•  Pat Hutchings, NILOA Senior Scholar 
hutchings@carnegiefoundation.org 


