
Standards & Best Practices for Global Health Experiential Learning
Jessica Evert MD,1,2,3 Robin Young MBA,2 Moira Rogers PhD2

1 University of California San Francisco, Department of Family and Community Medicine  2 Child Family Health International  3 UCSF Global Health Sciences

Framework for Global Health Education in Postgraduate Family Medicine Training 

Redwood-Campbell et al. BMC Medical Education 2011 11:46 doi:10.1186/1472-6920-11-46

DO NOT:DO:

-Engage in existing healthcare and public 

health organizations and avoid ignoring, 

displacing, disregarding or circumventing 

those organizations and systems by 

providing experiences outside of those 

systems. 

-Match student capacity including 

knowledge, skills, competencies with 

capacity necessary for the experience so 

patient and community well-being is not 

compromised.

-Ensure students have a safe place to 

report activities they are asked to perform 

that are outside of the scope of their 

education, training, knowledge, skills.

Experiential learning is an important component for global health programs, helping students to develop a 

complete understanding of the global health field by allowing them to actively participate in global 

learning experiences. 

However, many students are pushed to perform tasks beyond their training and abilities. As the number of 

global health programs and student experiential learning experiences increase in number, many questions 

about ethical standards are being asked.  Research into these unethical programs and situations has led to 

the development of standards and best practices for global health experiential learning. 

Students, faculty, and global health programs can use this set of standards and best practices when 

deciding what experiential learning programs to participate in. This set of standards can help ensure that 

all students are able to have a valuable learning experience that is not hindered by being pressured to 

perform task outside of their training and skills.


