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Introduction 

• Global health is an ever changing and 
rapidly expanding component of 
public health programs.  

• Global health is the study and practice 
of improving health, healthcare, and 
health equity for people throughout 
the world by means of international 
and interdisciplinary collaboration 
(Koplan, Bond, Merson, Reddy, 
Rodriguez, Sewankambo, Wasserheit, 
2009).   

• Medical schools are starting to 
incorporate the principles of global 
health on a regular basis.   

• While this information is important to 
physicians, it is also necessary for 
those working in other aspects of 
public health.  
 

Methods 

Purpose 

•  Many of the undergraduate students 
are first generation college students 

•  Many have never been outside of their 
county of birth.  

 
•  This isolation or limited access to 

diverse cultures has posed a problem 
in students reaching intended learning 
outcomes.  

  
•  To ameliorate these outcomes, the 

current pilot program has been 
implemented. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Look at larger scale implementation 

•  Incorporate more cooperation across 
countries 

•  Create an interactive scenario 
branching version for online students 

•  Small sample size 

•  Single instructor studied 
 
 

Participants  
•     Undergraduate students from a large, public, four-year university in the South who enrolled in a general 
education Introduction to Global Health course 
 
Procedures 
•  Students randomly enrolled in small groups 
•  Small groups given short description of a fictitious country 
•  Each group member was assigned a specific role (indigenous person, physician, president, local nurse, or 

health minister) 
•  Fictitious countries were given weekly scenarios regarding various health issues covered in the course 

(environmental health, women’s health, children’s health, natural disasters, etc.)  
•  Small groups worked through prompts to create the best outcome 

Discussion 

Results 

Future Research 

Potential Limitations 
•  The current study looks at the 

teaching methodology used to teach 
an undergraduate global health 
course at a public four-year 
institution.  

•  In-class students’ scores on both, exams and papers, have increased by about 2% 

•  Students report a better understanding 

•  The further the student is from the instructor, the lower the impact.   
•  Interactive Televised courses 
•  On-line courses 


