
Ethical Guidelines for Photography in Global Health Settings
Questions For Students in Field Settings:

Autonomy: In what way can you show respect for a person's right to 
decline or consent to photography? 

Beneficence: What is your intention or purpose for taking this photo? 
How can you use a photo to promote a good cause 
while simultaneously keeping the people in the photo safe?

Fidelity: Are you using photos in a context that fairly represents the 
situation and location? If it is not your photo, are you 
properly crediting the photographer?

Justice: Are you photographing people and communities with the 
same respect you would show to neighbors and strangers 
in your home country?

Payment: Should you pay the person/people that you are 
photographing? Did the last photographers that came to this 
area pay their subjects? Have the natives come to expect 
payment?
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Consent: 
• Always obtain consent before taking the photo, be it through 

gestures or the native language.
• If the student feels that they have traits, such as physical size or 

economic status, that may affect the subject’s ability to consent, 
they should consider building a relationship and trust before 
asking to take a photo of them.

Protecting Privacy And Confidentiality:
• Do not intrude into private exchanges and moments, such as 

grieving or a patient’s visit with a medical professional.
• Always provide context for the photo to prevent it from being 

misunderstood or framed in a stereotypical manner. 
• A photo is shaped more by the person behind the camera, than 

by who is in front of it. It is the photographer’s responsibility to 
ensure that the subject of the photo is being accurately depicted 
and portrayed. 

Showcase of photos from 12th Annual Photoshare
Contest:

Strategies for Educators
• Compare two pictures that have the same message and 

analyze which picture better conveys the message. What 
works and what does not for each picture? What makes a 
photograph effective?

• Give credit where credit is due for local communities and 
the local resources that families have. Make sure to 
highlight the successes of the community as well. 

• Initiate an exercise in empathy: Walk in their shoes. Have 
the student explore how they would feel if they were in that 
situation.

Sharing Photos for Global Causes
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12th Annual Photoshare Contest sponsored by K4Health:
The annual International Photoshare Photo Contest strives to mobilize 
photographers to share their work for charitable and educational use. The 
submission of these photographs contributes to a growing collection. The 
collection effectively helps nonprofits communicate issues surrounding 
health and development worldwide.

Unite for Sight Photography Initiative 
The Unite for Sight Photography Initiative emphasizes the importance of 
photographing all types of life around the global; not only images that 
engage donor interests. As an example, Unite for Sight presents two photos 
of the same man: one photo depicts him stooping on the ground, while the 
other photo shows his success as a business man. This example highlights 
the importance of conscientious foresight in photography. 
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